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Classes 1-5 6-10 11-15 16-20 21-25 

Module Module I: Critical social 
work and 
psychoanalysis—
Reckoning with our roots 

Module II: The inner 
worlds of individuals and 
groups 

Module III: Agency and 
organizational life 

Module IV: The 
sociopolitical realm 

Module V: Surviving 
and thriving in social work 

Emphasis In this module, students 
will learn about the 
historical roots of both 
social work and 
psychoanalysis, and how 
both have been used to 
advance radical ideas 
related to humanity and 
justice as well as to 
provide the tools of 
resistance to such ideas. 

This module will focus on 
exploring psychoanalytic 
ideas related to the 
internal lives of 
individuals and groups. 
Holding in mind the 
historical frameworks of 
psychoanalysis and social 
work, students will be 
introduced to 
attachment, 
developmental, and 
relational theoretical 
perspectives. 

This module will enable 
students to apply 
psychoanalytic ideas to 
organizational life, agency 
practice, and community 
settings. Students will 
learn how systems often 
reenact the very 
problems that they 
purport to resolve, and 
how social workers can 
better navigate them. 

In this module, the focus 
will be thinking together 
about the sociopolitical 
conditions in the U.S. and 
exploring the unique 
perspective that 
psychoanalytic theories 
offer related to the 
perniciousness of racism, 
whiteness, economic 
inequality, and politics. 

This module will enable 
students to explore the 
core psychoanalytic 
concepts of transference 
and countertransference, 
and grapple with how to 
“make use” of such 
dynamics to advance 
clinical practice, as well as 
the risks for burnout, 
compassion fatigue, 
secondary traumatic 
stress, and vicarious 
trauma that can result 
from relational work. 

Key Ideas • “Radical roots” of 
psychoanalysis and social 
work 
• Compromises and 
losses of aligning with 
medical model 
• Reckoning with 
complicity with 
oppressive systems and 
efforts to overturn them 

• The role of the 
unconscious 
• Anxiety and defense 
• Core concepts from 
object relations, 
attachment theory, 
trauma theory, relational 
theory 

• Agency and 
organizational life 
• Clinical work within 
systems – holding 
environments, 
impingements, etc. 
• Traumatic reenactment 
• Social system anxieties 
and defenses 

• Cultural and normative 
unconscious 
• Neoliberalism and racial 
capitalism 
• Whiteness from 
psychoanalytic 
perspective 
• Psychoanalysis and 
social work and 
reparations, apologies, 
reckoning 
• Power and privilege 

• Transference 
• Countertransference 
• Burnout, compassion 
fatigue 
• Secondary traumatic 
stress 
• Vicarious trauma 
• Moral injury 
• Posttraumatic growth 
• Praxis/radical change 


